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Writing Assignment #2: Christianity 
 
Note: Evidence for your essay must be based only on the assigned texts. 
 
1.  Jesus seldom addresses sexual mores in the gospels, yet both Paul and 
Augustine wrote extensively about matters of sexual conduct. Paul opines that, 
“It is well for a man not to touch a woman... But if they cannot exercise self-
control, it is better to marry than to be aflame with passion” (1 Cor 7: 1, 9).  
Augustine expresses shame about his sexual drive and passionately bewails his 
proclivity toward lust.  Using Augustine (Confessions) and Paul (First 
Corinthians), write a thesis-based essay in which you compare or contrast the 
authors' views about sexual morality. 
 
2. One of the key points to Augustine’s theology rests on his understanding the 
relationship between the role of the individual and free will.  What do the 
authors of the Christian Bible say about this?  Is there a place for the individual 
to use his/her free will to choose either good or evil? Write a thesis-based essay 
in which you compare or contrast the views of Augustine and one of the authors 
of the Christian Bible (you must choose either Paul or Mark or Matthew) on the 
relationship between the individual and free will. 
 
Required: 
As usual in Humanities, your paper should provide evidence and argument for a 
clear thesis.  One test of an argument is its ability to withstand a plausible 
counter-argument.  Your essay must take account of the most plausible counter-
argument to your thesis and must respond adequately to it. 
 
 
Thesis: Make sure that your claim meets the standards outlined in the “Thesis” 
handout.   
4 tests for a good thesis: 

1. Is it an explanation, not a fact?  
2. Can someone argue against it?   
3. Is it too obvious to be worth defending?  
4. Is it precise? 

 
Evidence: Make sure your argument shows just how the textual evidence 
supports the thesis. 
 
Length: 5 pages. 



 
 
Due: In lecture, Monday 11 May.  Please hand your essay to your section teacher 
after lecture. You will also need to turn in an electronic copy to Turnitin.com. 
 
 


